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proved to be unyielding; high words were bandied.
Finally, by an act of spontaneous passion, the two
most obnoxious were seized and, in spite of frantic
struggles, hurled from a high window of the castle
into the ditch some sixty feet below. By a miracle
they were not killed: for Providence or chance had
collected on the very spot where they fell a vast
heap of manure. Their ' defenestration/ in spite of
the fact that it involved little more than damage to
clothes and dignity, was taken as a declaration of
war, and both sides prepared for battle.
When the Bohemians had thus repudiated their
allegiance to Ferdinand II, had hurled his representa-
tives from the window, and had reasserted their
right to elect the monarch, they had still to decide
whom to choose. The post that they had to offer
was not a very attractive one, for it involved leader-
ship in the impending struggle with the gathering
hosts of the Hapsburgs (both Austrian and Spanish)
and the Catholic League. They found, however, a
person rash enough to accept the dangerous gift in
Frederick V, Elector Palatine, head of the Calvinistic
Union, and son-in-law of James I of England. Both
they and he counted on help from England which
did not arrive; for James had a horror of war, and
also no love for elective monarchy. As a leading
exponent of the doctrine of divine hereditary right,
he strongly disapproved of his son-in-law's accept-
ance of the Bohemian crown.
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